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sions between already polarised communities and un-
dermines prospects for peace. 

The US resolution calls for implementation of the con-

structive recommendations on reconciliation made by 

the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission; 

asks the government to present a plan to implement 

the recommendations and investigate the alleged viola-

tions at the end of the conflict; and offers international 

support and technical assistance to Sri Lanka to help 

address these issues. 

  

We hope this resolution is a welcome first step towards 

accountability and peace in Sri Lanka. 

Australian Tamil Congress will continue to call for an 

International Independent Investigation into war 

crimes and crimes against humanity to deliver justice to 

the victims of the war. 

  

We all can be proud that in Australia we played our role 

lobbying  Australia's support. 

 

  

At the 19th session of the UN Human Rights Council in 

Geneva a US-led resolution adopted the resolution with 24 

countries voting in favour and 15 countries voting against 

the resolution.  Eight countries abstained from voting. 

The resolution seeks to help resolve the outstanding issues 
of accountability and reconciliation resulting from the end 
of Sri Lanka's long and bloody civil conflict in 2009. This 
resolution is not only vital to the prospects of peace and 
stability but is also a litmus test of the international commu-
nity's resolve to protect international law and reaffirm re-
spect for human rights. 

The conflict in Sri Lanka ended in May 2009 following a 
major offensive by government forces against the Liberation 
Tigers. A panel of experts report on Sri Lanka, mandated by 
the UN secretary general, says tens of thousands of civilians 
died in the final months of the war and the panel found 
credible allegations to indicate that war crimes and crimes 
against humanity were committed by both sides. 

In November 2011 the UN Committee Against Torture 
published a damning report on Sri Lanka, revealing the ex-
tent of allegations of human rights violations and torture by 
state actors. The militarisation of the Tamil majority areas in 
the north of the island, and the curtailment of their eco-
nomic, political and social rights, continues to increase ten-

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/srilanka
http://www.guardian.co.uk/law/torture
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Message from ATC’s Chairman  

Bipartisan support for motion to support US-led resolution on 

Sri Lanka  

Dear valued member, 

  

I feel it is important for me to highlight and praise the work done by the ATC political team in ensuring 

the passing of the Senate motion today. 

  

As you are aware, since the inception of the ATC our volunteers in the political team have been working 

tirelessly to highlight to our elected representatives the ground realities faced by Tamils in Sri Lanka and 

the desperate need for an international independent investigation into war crimes in Sri Lanka. Due to the 

nature of their work more often than not the process has to be kept confidential until the desired outcome 

is achieved. However, this has given the  appearance to some that not enough effort is being put in to 

what ATC set out to achieve. Even with this setback these handful of tireless women and men have been 

champions in achieving milestones which were  considered near impossible not so long ago. 

  

Today's Senate motion is a huge achievement because for the first time we were able to get all three parties 

to submit the motion jointly.  Second, to have the foresight to get one senator from each major party to 

propose the motion is a great achievement. Third, having our Foreign Minister, Senator Bob Carr, to be 

one of the proposers shows  how effective dedicated advocacy can be. All this simply highlights that per-

sistence, unwavering commitment and balanced thinking is the key to success. 

  

I have always been confident that the ATC political team would continue to play a significant role and I 

am proud and as should all of us that each one of the team members is a winner. 

  

Without any doubt, credit must go to Senator Lee Rhiannon for her sheer persistence in trying to bring 

justice to our people and initiating this motion and to Senator Bob Carr and Senator Gary Humphries for 

jointly moving the motion. 

  

With the encouragement and support of the Australian Tamil community, we can move mountains. I urge 

you to encourage your family to become a member of ATC and give the support to all our teams working 

on all  fronts. A simple thank you once in a while goes a long way. 

  

Kind regards, 

Prof. Raj Rajeswaran 

Chairman 

Australian Tamil Congress 
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Public Relations Report 

Another month of great results from the ATC due to the 

harmonious efficient work of the Public Relations and 

Political teams. With the release of British Channel 4's 

Sri Lanka's Killing Fields: War Crimes Unpunished 

and the passing of the UNHRC Resolution on Sri Lanka, 

the PR team was busy being the voice of the Australian 

Tamil community in the our media: 

ABC Radio Australia Mornings - Dr Sam Pari on 

UNHRC Resolution 

SBS TV News - Pressure grows on Sri Lanka over 

war crimes claims 

SBS TV News - Sri Lankans protest war crimes 

probe 

2ser - New Documentary Exposes War-Crimes in 

Sri Lanka 

The ATC spokesperson was also invited to be a guest 

speaker at the forum "Why do Tamil refugees come to 

Australia in leaky boats?", organised by the Marrick-

ville Peace Group on 13 March 2012. 

MEDIA RELEASE 

22 March 2012 

Australian Parliament supports international calls for investigation into alleged war crimes in Sri Lanka 
 
Federal Member for Greenway, Michelle Rowland, welcomed the Australian Parliament’s support for a motion supporting the US-led resolution 
at the UN Human Rights Council which amongst other recommendations urges Sri Lanka to investigate allegations of war crimes and human-
rights abuses during the war by all parties. 
The joint motion was moved by the new Minister for Foreign Affairs, Bob Carr and calls for an independent investigation into all allegations of 
war crimes, including those outlined in the UN Secretary-General’s Panel of Experts report.  
 
“We must look to move Tamil relations—and justice for Tamils—forward in a constructive and meaningful way,” Ms Rowland said.   
 
“Accountability will be a crucial part of reconciliation and lasting peace in Sri Lanka.  
 
“That is why I have been a strong advocate for an independent, transparent investigation into allegations of war crimes in Sri Lanka.  
 
“I have watched with horror the UK’s Channel 4 documentary which showed extended footage of executions of Tamils and other crimes against 
humanity. 
 
“With the persecution of people in Sri Lanka causing thousands of people to flock to Australia in search of asylum, peace and stability in the 
island of Sri Lanka will also benefit Australia. 
 
“The Parliament’s recent support for the US led resolution at the UN Human Rights Council which urges an independent investigation is a tes-
tament to the commitment and dedication of Tamil leaders, including the members of the Australian Tamil Congress.   
 
“I look forward to working with the Tamil community in my electorate to ensure the cause of justice continues.”  
 

http://www.channel4.com/programmes/sri-lankas-killing-fields/4od
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IivJZs-Ln94&context=C4973f1aADvjVQa1PpcFMwIK5nEb16isTOU2G9wN17Nc6ZttLDsvk=
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IivJZs-Ln94&context=C4973f1aADvjVQa1PpcFMwIK5nEb16isTOU2G9wN17Nc6ZttLDsvk=
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybCQkCRPynI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybCQkCRPynI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPhJ2BBCsgc&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPhJ2BBCsgc&feature=youtu.be
http://2ser.podomatic.com/entry/2012-03-16T22_40_42-07_00%20
http://2ser.podomatic.com/entry/2012-03-16T22_40_42-07_00%20
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Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon–  
Sri Lanka– Breakthrough at UN Human Rights 
Council  

Australian Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon in welcoming the UN Human Rights Council resolution on Sri Lanka 
said that it is a long awaited first step by the international community to hold the Sri Lankan Government to ac-
count for the war crimes committed during the civil war. 
 
"The passing of this resolution is a sign that the international community is not willing to be hoodwinked by the 
Government of Sri Lanka,” Senator Rhiannon said. 
 
"It is encouraging to see that countries like Nigeria, Cameroon and India that supported Sri Lanka in the 2009 UN 
HR Council voted in favour of this US-led resolution. 
 
"It is disappointing to see that eight countries abstained, when there is clear evidence of the atrocities that were 
committed against the Tamils during the civil war. 
 
“Earlier this week the Australian Senate unanimously passed a motion calling on the Australian government, as a 
minimum, to support efforts to secure this US-led resolution on Sri Lanka.  It is pleasing that Foreign Minister 
Bob Carr ensured that Australia sent a clear message to Sri Lanka. 
 
“The resolution that has just passed the UN Human Right Council is a foundation for stronger action. 
"We need an international community led independent investigation into the credible and extremely serious allega-
tions of war crimes raised by the UN Secretary-General’s Panel of Experts. 
 
"I will be urging Minister Carr to become more actively involved in working towards this. 
“It is estimated that approximately 215,000 people were killed in the Sri Lankan civil war, with former Australian 
UN official in Sri Lanka during the war, Gordon Weiss, stating that up to 40,000 Tamil civilians died in the last 
few months. 
 
“At the end of the war, about 330,000 Tamils were imprisoned in government run internment camps. Allegations 
of sexual abuse, torture, extra judicial killings and abductions ran rife. 
“It is time all this is investigated and the perpetrators are brought to justice,” Senator Rhiannon said. 
For more information please contact Senator Rhiannon 0487 350 880 
 
 
Details of Vote: 
YES (In support of the US sponsored resolution): Austria, Belgium, Benin, Cameroon, Chile, Costa Rica, Czech 
Republic, Guatemala, Hungary, India, Italy, Libya, Mauritius, Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Poland, Republic 
Moldova, Romania, Spain, Switzerland, United States of America, Uruguay 
 
ABSTAINED: Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Djibouti, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, Senegal 
 
NO: Bangladesh, China, Congo, Cuba, Ecuador, Indonesia, Kuwait, Maldives, Mauritania, Philippines, Qatar, Rus-
sia, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Uganda 

http://lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au/content/media-releases/greens-secure-unanimous-support-action-sri-lanka-un


Page  5  Murasu  Vo lume 4,  I ssue  3 

Queensland Chapter Activities 

International Womens Day 

International Women's Day is celebrated across 
the world on March 8th each year. The day is 
about celebrating the vital role women play in en-
hancing economic security for their families, com-
munities and countries as a whole while recognis-
ing that significant barriers to achieving women's 
economic security and equality continue to exist. 
It is also a good opportunity to reflect on the ex-
cellent initiatives happening around the world to 
improve our quality of life. 

 
I would like to acknowledge a recent initiative the 
Water Allocation and Planning branch is leading 
to seek AusAID funds to support the provision of 
safe drinking water for Jaffna Peninsula in Sri 
Lanka through groundwater quality and quantity 
management. The goal of the project is to support 
the Water Resources Board and Jaffna University, 
along with other government and non-
government agencies, to develop and implement a 
comprehensive groundwater resources manage-
ment framework and management plan for the 
Jaffna Peninsula. 

 
The Jaffna Peninsula is a post-conflict, poverty-
stricken zone, solely dependent on groundwater 
drawn from a limestone aquifer for its domestic 
and agricultural supply. Strategic monitoring of 
groundwater quality and quantity has not been 
undertaken in the Jaffna Peninsula since the 
1980’s, in part due to civil unrest and also the lack 
of a funded and agreed Groundwater Manage-
ment Plan and monitoring framework. Recent se-
lective sampling of Jaffna groundwater has re-
vealed very high levels of contamination that will 
continue to have an adverse effect on the local 

community without appropriate investment in the 
protection of groundwater resources. 

 
In Sri Lanka, women are most commonly the pri-
mary providers and users of water supply for 
drinking, cooking and food preparation, sanita-
tion, hygiene in households. Local Jaffna women 
are most often responsible for water supply main-
tenance and operation. Women, especially young 
girls, are commonly responsible for water collec-
tion travelling considerable distance to communal 
groundwater wells. Provision of quality, well man-
aged water supplies will support families, espe-
cially the approximately 40,000 widows left as a 
result of civil unrest, with time and a quality of life 
to dedicate to income generating activities and for 
young children the capacity to attend school. 

 
Hopefully the bid for this project will be success-
ful and it is is appropriate on IWD to recognise 
and commend the staff from WAP who has been 
the driving force behind this bid. 

 
Debbie Best 
Deputy Director-General, Water and Ecosystem 
Outcomes Division 

Department of Environment and Resource Manage-
ment 
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Western Australian Chapter Activities 

Harmony Week Celebrations in WA, 

The Ilankai Tamil Sangam of WA , assisted by ATC WA, or-

ganized Harmony Day with Multi Cultural Programmes on 

18th March 2012 with Financial support from the Melville City 

Council, as part of the Harmony Week Programme in WA. 

The Mayor of Melville City, His Worship Mr. Russell Aubrey 

was the Chief Guest. 

Many Communities with origins from Asia, Africa, Latin 

America and Europe participated with diverse dances, music 

and songs supplemented with Traditional Tamil Food. It was 

indeed a getting together of Communities and a beginning for 

the Development of Harmony and Solidarity among the vari-

ous communities, numbering about 200 in WA. 

The Day started with the Aboriginal Nunga Welcome and 

ended with Ballet Dancing from Venezuela. In between, there 

were African Drumming, Tamil Liberation songs, Traditional 

Tamil and Indian Dances including  Puspha Anjali, Murugan 

Gowthwam & Thirupukal, Goan Melodies, Tribal Folk Dance 

of Nagaland, Rock n Roll, English pop songs on the Drums, 

Egyptian Singing and welcoming the Arab Spring and English 

Rap songs by 1000 eyes, a Political and Environmental Activ-

ist. 

The President of Ilankai Tamil Sangam in his Welcome speech 

said what was to be presented is only a miniscule of Multicul-

turalism as there are about 6000 Nations in the World with 

6000 different Cultures. 

The Chief Guest in his Address highlighted that Harmony 

Week is about saying “NO” to racism and discrimination. 

The Souvenir published for the Day reminded that Harmony 

Day (21st of March) was declared by United Nations General 

Assembly to commemorate the tragedy of Police killing of 69 

people who were taking part in a peaceful protest against the 

Apartheid “pass laws” in the township of Sharpeville in South 

Africa on 21st March 1969. Harmony Week is the Week lead-

ing to 21st March.  
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PRESS STATEMENT 

24 March 2012 

 

Global Tamil Forum on UN resolution on Sri Lanka 

Global Tamil Forum (GTF) commends the passing of the UN resolution on Sri Lanka, at the current Human 
Rights Council (HRC) session in Geneva, as a crucial first step towards accountability and justice for victims on 
the island. Tamils all over the world are thankful to the United States for spearheading the initiative and to all 
those who have made this first meaningful step possible. 
 
We are most encouraged by India for having made a significant vote in favour of addressing human rights abuses 
and the importance that accountability plays in facilitating just peace.  
 

In addition to the lobbying efforts of the Tamil Diaspora, Tamils in Tamil Nadu and Malaysia, many international 
parliamentarians, media organisations, non-government bodies and some progressive human rights activists from 
the South of Sri Lanka have all contributed towards the success of this Resolution. GTF encourages all Tamil po-
litical parties in Sri Lanka to convey to the Tamil population the significance of this passing of the resolution as a 
constructive move towards accountability and sustainable reconciliation. 

 

The UNHRC has demonstrated its will to promote human rights, equality and peace, but it’s true effectiveness 
will be in its monitoring of the implementation of the resolution in its entirety and measurement of progress. 

 

69% of the 47 voting countries including abstentions (8 abstentions) have not supported Sri Lanka. 78% of the 9 
voting countries have supported outright in South America. 77% of the African Union countries - 10 (including 5 
abstentions) out of 13 voting countries have either supported or have refused to object to this resolution being 
passed. Tamils are very grateful to all and will work internationally to create awareness even more. 

 

GTF remains resolute that only an independent, international investigation will bring justice to the victim’s of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity, and their families. However, these important small steps can pave the way for 
an international mechanism towards truth, accountability and lasting peace on the island. 

Global Tamil Forum on LLRC 
  

William Hague faces legal action over Sri Lankan diplomat war crimes claim - 

An organisation representing the international Tamil diaspora is taking legal action against William Hague over the 
Foreign Office's failure to confront a senior Sri Lankan diplomat accused of complicity in crimes against humanity 
during the final stages of the island's civil war. 

The Global Tamil Forum has instructed the law firm Birnberg, Peirce and Partners to bring a judicial review 
against the foreign secretary for his refusal to declare Major General Prasanna Silva – now the military attache to 
the Sri Lankan High Commission in London – persona non grata. 

The forum alleges that Silva, who has lived in the UK since 2010, was involved in systematic attacks on Tamil ci-
vilians between January and May 2009 when he was a senior commander in the Sri Lankan army 

Full Article Click here  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2012/mar/30/www.guardian.co.uk/politics/williamhague
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2012/mar/30/www.guardian.co.uk/world/srilanka
http://www.guardian.co.uk/law/war-crimes
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/may/18/tamil-tigers-killed-sri-lanka
http://globaltamilforum.org/gtf/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2012/mar/30/william-hague-legal-action-sri-lanka?newsfeed=trueC:/Users/l/Documents/Fax


In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

“Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace”                            

Mission 

“The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ”                            

Objective 

“As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through ‘Collective Global Tamil’ action to institute and educate people on Tamils’ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ” 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 

mailto:newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com

